English 101 Fall 2021 MW
Assignment for Paper Two: Shakespeare’s Othello
For this assignment, you will compose an argumentative analysis of Shakespeare's Othello. Your composition should be structured with an engaging opening, a strong and unambiguous thesis which clearly communicates your argument to your audience, body paragraphs that support your thesis—and which have relevant textual support from Othello and from your other sources—along with your own analysis and commentary.  Also, as with paper one, your ending paragraph, as Gilbert Muller phrases it, should be written with a technique that permits you to close your essay “emphatically and with grace” (55). 
The Topic and Argument
Keep in mind that you will need to narrow your focus in order to strengthen your argument.


The paper’s topic is a thorough analysis of Iago.

Make the argument that Iago suffers from some form of psychological or mental illness, using contemporary psychology to prove your case.
Secondary Sources
Enhance your paper with 2-3 secondary sources.  You may wish to use any one or a combination of historical, sociological, or psychological research.  Susan Snyder's "A Modern Perspective" (287 or 291) can be included as a secondary source. As you write your paper, remember to keep your secondary sources relevant by clearly connecting them to your argument.
Formatting

Your paper must be 4 full-6 pages in length, MLA formatted, double spaced, and typed 12 point font. Include the primary source (Othello text) and secondary sources on your works cited page. 
Due Dates

Opening Paragraph and Thesis Statement Review Wednesday March  24
Paper Due Wednesday April 7 
Suggestions
For sources, use EBSCO on the AVC website’s Library page.

For help with MLA formatting, use The OWL at Purdue

